EARL SOHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Tuesday 2nd December 2025 7.30pm Earl Soham Village Hall 
 
Minutes
 
1. Apologies for absence. AE The chair had received Peter Russells resignation and thanked him for his time with the council			
2. Declaration of interest. ALL non
3. a) Approval of minutes from Thursday 2nd September 2025. Approved  
                  b) Matters arising from Thursday 2nd September 2025. To be mentioned later
4. Public Comment Members of the public voiced their concerns of the lack of mobile phone signal now BT have converted over to WiFi calling if there is a power cut no way of being in contact especially the vulnerable TJ was able to report that a new mast was being installed 400 metres north of the business centre should be commissioned in the next couple of weeks  
5. Report from Elaine Bryce. Report received 
6. Report Vince Langdon-Morris report received 
7. CCTV and legality TJ cameras pointing directly over footpaths are illegal TJ to write to East Suffolk to raise concerns also how information is being stored and are they registered with ICO data protection 
8. Mobile phone signal problems addressed on item 4
9. Planning Application DC/25/4340/TCA approved 
10. Proposed Precept 2026/27 the council decided to not increase the precept, although to keep the same amount the pc receives would result in a small increase of 0.86%. The council then went through line by line and made adjustments as required and have proposed a precept to be adopted at the next meeting in January 
11. Discuss East Suffolk Planning Alliance. TC no updates
12. Village Hall CC reported that the VH has received a Grant for £9500 from East Suffolk towards heating nearly at their target of £16000 to install infrared heaters in both halls
13. PC projects – SID TJ report new person heading so hopefully we can now move forward we need to get a permission letter out to the residents that are nearby TJ will deliver, Telephone Box now waiting for better weather, Newsletter TC editorial needed and we need to get out before Christmas, Litter pick to take place on 11th January 2026
14. Footpath issues and presumed footpaths CC trying to get East Suffolk to accept easier form rather than all online
15. Update on Sizewell C. CC sizewell C going to cost every bill an extra £1.00 per month for the duration of the build. Traffic on the A12 proving very disruptive and apparently turning visitors away. 
16. Neighbourhood Plan TC reported that 72 people attended the consultation at the village hall. Survey forms have been delivered hand in by 31st December at drop points The Victoria and John Huttons. TC also thanked Penny Cook and Anna Jones for their time.
17. Planning future payments and expenses for Neighbourhood Plan the council agreed to allow up to £300.00 without prior approval unanimously approved 
18. Website update. PB reported new more modern look now working 
19. Audit report review and actions   
Review and Adopt the audit report was looked at line by line and would implement any changes recommended by the report unanimously approved
a) Financial Regulations approved and signed
b) Confirm Financial Officer Guy Harvey to continue approved
c) Standing Orders read and approved
d) General power of competence  approved 
e) Risk Assessment  approved 
f) Effectiveness of internal controls approved 
g) Income received report   Approved
h) Asset register adjusted approved
i) Approval of Auditor for 26/27 accounts  SALC have been approved
20. Finance report GH please see attached
21. Cheques to be signed. GH 
22. Correspondence since last meeting already reviewed 
 
 



Thomas Johnson
Chair 
